October Meetings 


Dates & Times: 

Matinee, 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
Evenings, 8:00 p.m., Wednesday and 
Thursday, October 8 and 9, 1980 
Place: 

May Treat Morrison Auditorium 
Subject: 

“Scilly — Britain’s Fortunate Isles” 


28 miles off from the southeastern tip of 
England lies the romantic archipelago of 
the Isles of Scilly (pronounced silly). 
Warmed by the Gulf Stream, the Scillies 
bask in a climate that is unique to the 
British Isles. The winter is often as warm 
as the Riviera, and for almost 100 years the 
mainstay of the islands has been the 
spring-flower industry — the chief export 
to Britain from the Isles being flowers. 


The Scillies group, which is part of the 
Duchy of Cornwall, is made up of 140 
islands, only 5 of which are inhabited. The 
largest, St. Mary’s with its 9 miles of paved 
roads, is only 2% miles long by 1% miles 
wide. Uninhabited Annet is a bird 
sanctuary, and Tresco (450 acres) boasts 
the Abbey Gardens where plants from all 
over the world flourish in the mild climate. 


Join David Hunt, a naturalist from St. 
Mary’s, for a slide/lecture on these 
“Fortunate Isles’. Mr. Hunt’s presentation 
will include background geographical and 
historical information, and will concentrate 
on the birds and wildflowers in their 
natural habitats. He will also introduce you 
to a few “Scilly specialties’, including the 
Scilly Shrew! 


As usual your membership card admits you 
through the front entrance of the Academy 
for the evening presentations and through 
both Cowell Hall and Wattis Hall entrances 
for the matinee meeting. 


Special Exhibits 


Headhunter’s cap from Borneo 


Feather Arts; Beauty, Wealth, and Spirit 
from Five Continents, will open in the 
Patricia Price Peterson Gallery October 20 
and continue through April 30, 1981. This 
exhibit, which was created by the Field 
Museum in Chicago, is a visual feast of 
featherwork showing the wonderful 
creativity which people from many cultures 
have used in making feather objects for 
their daily use as well as for their rituals 
and dances. 


The exhibit includes over 200 artifacts 


ranging from the delicately beautiful 
feather baskets of the Pomo Indians of 
California to Maori kiwi capes from New 
Zealand; from the exquisite fans and 
plumes of 19th century China to the 
headdresses and ornaments of both North 
and South American Indians. These feather 
works are supplemented by illustrative 
materials, including historic photographs 
and 18th and 19th century engravings. 


The Gold of El Dorado continues in Lovell 
White Hall. This glittering collection of 
Colombian archeology is the largest and 
most comprehensive display ever to be 
seen outside of Latin America. The works, 
which are drawn primarily from the Museo 
del Oro in Bogota, include over 400 items 
of gold and more than 100 items of fine 
pottery, stone and cloth. 


At the entrance to the Gold of El Dorado 
you will find the El Dorado Gold Store 
brought to you by The Nature Company. 
The store carries 24 carat gold-plate 
reproductions of pre-Columbian jewelry 
cast under special license by Guillermo 
Cano from the original pieces held in the 
collections of the Gold Museum in Bogota. 
The Nature Company will also carry the 
exhibit’s color catalogue with photographs 
by Lee Boltin and text by Warwick Bray, 
available for $8.95. Academy members will 
be entitled to their usual 10% discount on 
any purchase. 


A symposium entitled Gold: Gift of the 
Gods will take place on Saturday, October 
11. See this ‘‘Newsletter’” for details and 
registration information. 


Woven Treasures: The Clay P. Bedford 
indian Basket Collection in the Wattis 
Gallery has been extended through 
January, 1981. This exhibit features 130 
exquisite examples of baskets from the 
tribes of the western corridor of North 
America. 


Three photographic exhibits will continue 
through the end of the year. The Great 
Murals: Cave Paintings of Baja California 
in Hohfeld Gallery | depicts works of art by 
the earliest inhabitants of Baja California 
photographed by Enrique Hambleton, 
Mexican explorer. Afghanistan, in Cowell 
Hall, by Academy scientist Dr. Edward S. 
Ross, reflects the diverse terrain of this 
rugged country and shows the genetic 
imprint of all those who have colonized 
her. Images of Japan, by the Los Medanos 
Camera Club captures two sides of Japan, 
the traditional and the modern. 


The American Gemstone Jewelry 
Collection, the only museum collection of 
jewelry ever made entirely from North 
American gemstones, and organized by 
the American Gem Society, will remain in 
the Gem Room through October 10. 


Morrison Planetarium 


aie hts Fantastic 


Join Dr. Carl Sagan on a Voyager 


spacecraft mission and explore fifteen 


billion years of cosmic history in the 
Morrison Planetarium. Cosmos: The 
Voyage to the Stars, written and narrated 
by Dr. Sagan, is being presented in 
conjunction with Cosmos, which premiered 
in September on KQED in San Francisco 
and on other local PBS stations. 


Besides covering spacecraft missions to 
the planets and communication with 
possible beings in other worlds, Dr. 
Sagan’s narration also tells the story of the 
forces and individuals who helped 
formulate the concepts of modern science. 


Showtimes for Cosmos: The Voyage to the 
Stars are Monday through Friday at 2:00 
p.m.; weekends at 12:30, 2:00 and 3:30 p.m.; 
and evening shows are on Wednesday and 
Thursday at 7:30 p.m. 


Exploring the Skies of the Season, an 
enjoyable tour of the heavens, describes 
what’s up in the current night sky. Shows 
are every Saturday and Sunday morning at 
11:00 a.m. 


Piease use your membership passes for 
free admission to the planetarium. 


Lights Fantastic, a new dimension in 
entertainment is being performed live at 
the Morrison Planetarium. Produced by Eye 
See the Light Show, Inc. this show uses 
colorful lumias, sophisticated planetarium 
special effects as well as lasers to dazzle 
and mesmerize. 


Performances are on Thursday at 9:00 p.m., 
Friday at 7:30, 9:00 and 10:30 p.m., 
Saturday at 5:00, 7:30, 9:00 and 10:30 p.m. 
and on Sunday at 5:00, 7:30 and 9:00 p.m. 


Your tickets, available in advance through 
BASS or at the planetarium box-office one- 
half hour befor showtime, are the keys that 
unlock this new realm of sight and sound! 
Admission is $3.50 for adults for all 
performances; $1.50 and $1.75 (Friday and 
Saturday) for seniors and children under 
10. 

Please Note: This is not a regular 
planetarium show, nor are your planetarium 
passes usable for this attraction. 
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Special Presentation 


Where the Dinosaurs Roamed 
Wednesday, October 29, 

8:00 p.m. 

May Treat Morrison 
Auditorium 


“Where the Dinosaurs | 
Roamed’”’, a slide/lecture pre- 
sented by Dr. William 
Clemens, professor of paleon- 
tology at the University of Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley, will explore the theory 
of the Great Extinctions of 65 million ; 
years ago when the dominance of amma.” y 
ended and mammals took over. f 


The research territory of Dr. Clemens 
is a fossil-rich strip of Eastern Mon- 
tana where nature has obligingly 
entombed sequences of flora and 
fauna. Dr. Clemens expects that 

by evaluating the clearly marked 444i 
layers of sediment the first “ata 
clear history of the Great Ex- , 
tinctions can be pieced to- 
gether for at least one spot 
on earth. This will provide 
an excellent opportunity 
to collect data to evalu- 
ate theories of catastro- 
phic events that might 

have caused ee 
the extinc- - § 
tion of the 
dinosaurs. 


This special 
program is 
presented 

free of charge 
to members of 
the Academy 
and their guests. Please be prepared to 
show your membership cards at the door. 
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Inside the Academy 


Junior Academy 


The Junior Academy of the California 
Academy of Sciences is again offering fall 


after-school and weekend classes for those 
students interested in the fields of natural 


and earth sciences. Overall, the courses 
are for students 6-18. Some classes require 
parent participation. 

Classes run from October 1 through 
December 6 and cover a myriad of subjects 


ranging from Primates and Butterflies and 


Beetles to Backyard Biology and Field 
Ornithology. Please call the Junior 
Academy at 221-5100 ext. 221 for 
information on registration. 


GOLD: Gift of the Gods 


Saturday October 11, 1980 
10:30 a.m. to approximately 6:30 p.m. 
Morrison Auditorium 


To enhance your appreciation and 
understanding of gold and its historical 
importance throughout the world, a one- 
day symposium has been planned for 
Saturday, October 11 in the Morrison 
Auditorium. Mineralogists, archeologists, a 
California historian and an investment 
counselor have been brought together by 
the Education Department to discuss 
gold’s properties, gold working techniques 
from both the old and new worlds; how 
gold affected the fall of the Aztecs and the 
rise of California; plus you will learn about 
some modern day uses of gold and gold as 
an investment. Two well known films will 
also be shown. 

Program Speakers and Titles: 

‘‘A Metal of Beauty and Diversity” 

Jean DeMouthe Smith 

Mineralogist, California Academy of 
Sciences 

“Ancient Artisans and the Fabrication of 
Gold” 

Dr. Diane Lee Carroll 

Research Archeologist 

“Gold as a Catalyst: Cortez and the 
Aztecs” 

Mr. Patrick Hallinan 

Archeologist 

“The California Gold Rush, 1848-1852: 

The World’s Raffle” 

Dr. J. S. Holliday 

Director Emeritus, California Historical 
Society 

Former Director, Oakland Museum 

“City of Gold” 

Film about Klondike gold rush | 

““Some Industrial Uses of Gold” 

_Dr. Claude Henschel 

Metallurgist, WESGO Division 

GTE Products Corporation 

“The Midas Touch: Gold as an Investment” 
Mr. David Broadbear 

Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, Fenner and Smith, 
lnc. 


Ticket Information and 
Registration Form: 


Tickets are available for the symposium, 

Gold: Gift of the Gods with this registration 
form. Reservations will be accepted in order of 
receipt and unfortunately telephone reservations 
cannot be taken for this event. Seating is 
limited. Tickets will be sold at the door ona 
space available basis. Tickets for individual 
lectures will not be sold. 


For further information please call the Education 
Office, (415) 221-5100. 


TICKET ORDER FORM 

Please mail this form with check, made payable 
to the CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, 
and a self-addressed, stamped envelope to: 
GOLD SYMPOSIUM 

California Academy of Sciences 

Golden Gate Park 

San Francisco, CA 94118 


Price: Members $5.00 
Non-Members $7.00 


Name _ 


Address _ 


Daytime Telephone#OOCOC~S~S 


Tickets @ $5.00 
Tickets @ $7.00 


Total Amount Enclosed — 


NO REFUNDS / NO EXCHANGES 


Education and Travel Notes 


Five fascinating Academy Courses begin 
this month. Registration is by mail and 
details are in the Activities Calendar 
available through the Education/Travel 
Office. 


Turtles, Snakes, Lizards and Frogs: 
An Introduction to Herpetology 
October 1-November 5, Wednesdays 
7-9:00 p.m. 

$30 members 


Once Around The Universe 

October 1-November 12 and November 17 
Wednesdays and one Monday 

7-9:00 p.m. 

$35 members 


World Culinary Traditions in an 
Historical Perspective 

October 2-November 20, Thursday 
7:30-9:30 p.m. 

$30 members 


Wilderness Photography 

October 14, 21 and November 18 (Lectures) 
7-9:00 p.m. 
October 25-27 (field trip to Yosemite) 

$110 members, includes accommodations 


Earthshaking Events: 

Volcanoes and Earthquakes 

October 22-November 19, Wednesdays 
7-9:00 p.m. 

$30 members 


Death Valley National Monument 

October 31-November 2, 1980 

Leader: Charles Chesterman, Honorary 
Curator of Mineralogy 

Death Valley, an area of great geologic 
diversity, will be the focus of this three-day 
tour. Members will view the Desert 
Museum, view the southern and central 
portions of the Valley, see the open pit 
colemanite mine (source of borax) and also 
visit Scotty’s Castle, Ubehebe Crater, and 
the Devil’s Cornfield. Cost is $405 including 
air fare. For information, call Gullivers 
Travels at (415) 346-4400. 


Red Sea Passage 

February 26-March 10, 1981 

This unusual and special itinerary begins 
with a flight to Egypt. There members will 
board the Stella Maris for a seven-day 
cruise in the Red Sea. The yacht will call at 


O6v ON 


JeaK ay} jo Aep Asiana uada 


Safaga for a two-day overland visit to 
Luxor, at Aqaba for a day excursion to 
Petra, and at El Tur for an air excursion to 
the Monastery of St. Catherine on Mount 
Sinai. Following the cruise members will 
spend four days in Cairo visiting the 
antiquities of that region. The Philadelphia 
Museum of Art is co-sponsoring this trip ) 

with the Academy. Cost is approximately 

$3500 from San Francisco. For information, 

contact the Academy Travel Office at (415) 

221-5100. | 
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Baja California Gray Whale Expedition 

February 6-14, 1981 

Leaders: Bob Nansen, Naturalist and Gary 
Hoefler, Biologist 

Academy members will board the Qualifier | 
105 for a nine-day cruise along the west | 
coast of Baja California to follow the 
migration of the giant California gray 
whales. Passengers will visit the San | 
Benitos Islands, San Ignacio Lagoon, 
Cedros Island and San Martin Island. There 
will be numerous opportunities to observe 
the abundant wildlife of this beautiful area. 
Cost is $800 from San Diego. For 
information, call Nature Expeditions 
International at (415) 328-6572. 


Baja California Circumnavigated 

March 28-April 11, 1981 

Join fellow Academy members and 

scientific staff as they cruise southward | 

through the Sea of Cortez, around Cabo 

San Lucas, and then northward to the 

whale lagoons and islands of Baja 

California’s Pacific coast. Passengers will 

board the M.V. Pacific Northwest Explorer | 

in Puerto Penasco, Sonora to begin this | 
| 


very special natural science expedition. 
Scientific staff will assist participants in 
the observation and study of the whales, 
fishes, birds, marine invertebrates and 
bizarre plants of the Baja California region. | 
Cost is listed at $2100-$2540 per person | 
double occupancy. Academy members will 
receive a $100 discount on the published | 
price. For a brochure, please call the | 
Academy Travel Office at (415) 221-5100. | 
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